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STATE QUARTER CEREMONY TO INTRODUCE NATION TO ‘DOUB LE
MAGNOLIA' DESIGN

JACKSON, Miss., - Final preparations for the preagan of the Mississippi State
Quarter are being made today at the Mississippiddonsof Natural Science located in
Jackson. Governor Ronnie Musgrove along with UnBtates Mint Director, Henrietta
Holsman Fore will unveil the Z0state quarter in the 50 States Quarters Prograhe at
museum during a ceremony beginning at 10:30 a.m.

“I am truly looking forward to the ceremony Tuesdaire event organizers have a
planned program that will be both educational ameértaining,” said Governor Ronnie
Musgrove. Guest speakers include: Governor Wilk&mter, State Treasurer, Marshall
Bennett, Jim Kelly, President and Chief Operatirific®r of BancorpSouth, Dr. Henry
Johnson, Mississippi Superintendent of Educatiod, @arrell Beeson, President of the
Mississippi Numismatic Association.

The children of Mississippi will benefit from thedrning opportunities associated with
the Mississippi quarter, using it as a startingipto read and study more about the
historical and cultural aspects of our state.

Lesson plans are also available for use in thesidasn from kindergarten through sixth
grade. Teachers can download the plans at the $Awebsiteywww.usmint.gov/kids

Educators throughout the state were invited to sémdients to Jackson, to attend this
historical event on Tuesday. “We consider it aifgge for our second grade students to
represent school children from across the statthtounveiling of the new Mississippi
quarter. Both students and teachers are excitbd #opart of the celebration,” said Mrs.
Hope Cox, Northwest Rankin Elementary School.
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Page 2 Mississippi State Quarter

“We see the magnolia all over our state, and nowengoing to be seeing it on the
currency of our nation. Beginning October 22, raiis of American’s will be carrying,
spending, collecting and admiring the Mississigptesquarter,” Musgrove added.

Mississippi is being honored as thé"2date to be represented on the quarter through a
program coordinated by the U.S. Mint. Started iB9,3he program is scheduled to
produce a quarter for each state over the coure géars.

States are honored in the order in which they pbithe Union or ratified the U.S.
Constitution, and coins are produced for only St@es each year. Mississippi is the last
state to have a coin minted in 2002.

The Mint will produce the Mississippi quarter fd Weeks. Once that time is up, the
guarter will never be produced again. This limipedduction phase has created a great
demand for state quarters, with an estimated 18#®mAmericans collecting them.

Following the ceremony, representatives from BapSouth will be on-site to exchange
coins with the new design.

Sponsors for the event include Mississippi Depantnoé Wildlife Fisheries and Parks,
BancorpSouth and Green Oaks nursery.
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